
 

 

 

 

March 10, 2012 

 

The Honorable Kay Granger 

Chairman 

Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations, 

and Related Programs 

House Committee on Appropriations 

HT-2, The Capitol 

Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Nita Lowey 

Ranking Member 

Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations, 

and Related Programs 

House Committee on Appropriations 

1016 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Chairman Granger and Ranking Member Lowey: 

 

As you develop the fiscal year 2013 State and Foreign Operations appropriations bill, we 

urge you to support independent American overseas broadcasting to the People’s Republic of 

China, Tibet, Laos, and Vietnam through the Voice of America (VOA). 

 

As you know, China, Vietnam, and Laos all have built up comprehensive censorship and 

information control regimes to prevent the populations under their control from receiving 

accurate information about current events, including the actions of their own governments or the 

actions and motivations of the US government. The people who strain under political and 

religious oppression in these countries are our allies and we should continue to provide them 

with accurate and timely information about America and the world as we have successfully done 

for decades. The increasing aggressive nature of the Chinese government only reinforces this 

need. 

 

That is why we are extremely troubled by the Broadcasting Board of Governor’s (BBG) 

fiscal year 2013 proposal to end VOA’s radio transmissions to Tibet, Cantonese speaking China, 

and Laos; and to reduce transmissions to Vietnam. VOA’s radio platforms continue to be one of 

the best ways to communicate directly with populations in China and elsewhere in Asia. In fact, 

short wave radio broadcasting is a favorite method of the Beijing regime to communicate with its 

own subjects and, to this end, it continues to buy and operate, and even export, high-powered 

transmitters for this purpose. Our ability to provide direct, unfiltered, independent reporting of 

accurate information with radio is especially critical during times of crisis when the Chinese 

government has been known to totally disable the internet and mobile phone networks, rendering 

other means of communication useless. This occurred for over six months during 2009 and 2010 

in occupied East Turkestan (Xinjiang Province).  

 

While the BBG should utilize all methods of communications, including satellite 

television and the internet, to further American public diplomacy, radio is an existing capability 

which offers unique benefits. Radio provides the listener a level of anonymity which internet 

based means simply cannot. Radio also keeps the means of communications within America’s 

control. By giving up VOA radio transmissions the BBG is disenfranchising the large portions of 



those country’s populations which are impoverished or live in rural areas that lack regular access 

to the internet, let alone electrical infrastructure. This demographic seems to no longer be a 

concern to the BBG; yet, these people living in austere conditions and, more likely than not, 

suffering the most from human rights abuses from authoritarian regimes are the ones most in 

need of VOA content.  

 

The proposed reductions are driven not by a considered strategic world view, but by 

bureaucratic expedience and a fundamental misunderstanding of the mission of VOA. If the 

fiscal year 2013 proposal is enacted, the staff level for VOA will be reduced by 13.2% from the 

current year. In contrast, only 3.3% of the positions from the International Broadcasting Board 

(IBB), which provides administrative support to the BBG, will be cut. If the fiscal year 2013 

proposal is enacted the number of full time equivalent (FTE) positions for the IBB will rise from 

593.2 in fiscal year 2011 to 678.2. In the same time period VOA will lose 121.2 FTE positions. 

The general trend of the IBB has been to grow larger while the number of language services they 

support is being reduced. Broadcasting should be the last thing to be cut. It makes little sense to 

grow the bureaucracy while cutting that which it is meant to support. The eliminations and 

reductions in broadcasting to Tibet, China, Laos, and Vietnam alone will cut 28 positions from 

VOA.   

 

Therefore, we respectfully request that report language be included with the fiscal year 

2013 State and Foreign Operations appropriations bill which instructs the BBG to maintain 

Voice of America radio and television broadcasts to China (both in Cantonese and Mandarin), 

Tibet, Vietnam, and Laos at fiscal year 2012 levels as measured by funding, journalists, 

broadcast hours, transmission power levels, numbers of transmitters, relay stations and relay 

station sites, and the number of frequencies used.  

 

We believe the BBG’s proposal will hinder indigenous democracy movements in China, 

Tibet, Laos, and Vietnam; damaging the long-term security of our own country. It would be a 

particularly bitter pill to swallow at this time when the Chinese Communist Party has placed 

hundreds of its own journalists in the United States, even on Capitol Hill, to spread propaganda. 

In contrast, VOA is allowed to post no more than two correspondents in Beijing, despite 

continuous requests for more. Sacrificing US broadcasting abilities while China’s authoritarian 

regime expands its broadcasting and public diplomacy efforts in the United States is wrong.  

 

We submit our request as a bipartisan effort to improve America’s security, to more 

effectively spend the taxpayer’s money, and to improve the image of the United States abroad. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 

 

 


